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Your 2013-2014 Committee 
Chairman:   Katy Stubbs  chairman@bko.org.uk   0118 978 2875  
Secretary:   Derek Mercer  secretary@bko.org.uk 
Fixtures Secretary:  Andy Parry   fixtures@bko.org.uk  
Treasurer:   Peter Entwistle  treasurer@bko.org.uk   01628 635278  
Development Officer: Dave Rogers 
Membership Secretary: Ian Hudson   membership@bko.org.uk  
4 Commi�ee Members : 

Fiona Clough, David Jukes (newsle�er@bko.org.uk), Ken Ricke�s and Brian Sewell 

NEW COMMITTEE! 

Annual Dinner 

BOF website -
7th January 

Sprint the Bay:  

Splash Planet amusement park 

(see page 18) 
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Editorial 
It was good to see a healthy turnout of BKO members at the AGM and to 
enjoy the Annual Dinner in their company.  Most importantly, the Committee 
has been reinvigorated with new committee members — thanks to Derick, 
Fiona and Brian for their willingness to help run the club.  My role as Editor 
was also confirmed at the AGM and I am looking forward to this new 
responsibility. 

JK2013 is almost upon us and for many members it will be their first experience of the major 
festival of orienteering.  Although club members will be heavily committed to helping stage the 
events, I hope that you have a chance to experience the excitement and extra challenge when 
competing against the UK’s best orienteers.  There will also be about 250 international 
competitors — lets hope they get the same ’friendly’ welcome that characterised the Olympics.  
All we really need though is for the rain to stop and the sun to shine.   

Thank you to the various contributors for this issue.  For the next issue it would be good to have 
some reflections on what will have been your most memorable part of JK2013.  And don’t forget 
to have your camera to record the activity and to illustrate your contribution. 

David Jukes 

Cover Photos and Puzzle: 

The two photos on the front were taken at the Concorde Chase at Barossa.  The top one is the 
registration and download tent within the Sandhurst Royal Military Academy.  The lower photo 
shows the start line with a St Andrews junior (left) and 2 BKO members, Simon Woodley 
(centre) and Neil Frankum (right).  Also on the cover are 6 small extracts from the Barossa map 
— can you find them on the map?  If you haven’t got your own copy, use the Routegadget page 
at:  http://www.bko.routegadget.co.uk/bko/reitti.cgi?act=map&id=63&kieli= 
The solution to this puzzle is given at the foot of page 17. 

Club Notes 
Keeping you informed about the club and its members 

Annual General Meeting 
This took place on the 8th February and members heard Katy’s ‘Chairman’s Report’ which is also 
included later in this newsletter [pages 6-7].  She stressed the importance of greater involvement 
from a wider number of club members if the club is to continue to stage a large number of events. 
This was followed by an examination of the accounts and Treasurer Peter Entwistle guided us 
through the detail.  Overall the club had made a loss on the year.  However overall finance is 
strong with a good level of reserves.  Some of these are though committed to providing us with 
sufficient funding to replace our equipment stock.  The batteries in the Emit control units will be 
nearing the end of their lives in the near future and their replacement will be a significant 
investment when the time arrives. The budget for 2013 was also discussed with a small surplus 
expected. 
There was a discussion as to the membership fees for 2014 which, according to the Constitution, 
should be set at the preceding AGM.  This is always tricky as it can be difficult to predict what the 
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club’s situation will be like that far ahead.  However after some discussion it was decided that our 
financial situation did not warrant any increase and that fees for 2014 should remain as this year. 
There were then the proposed amendments to the Constitution which were designed to update 
the financial provisions —  to allow the use of electronic bank transfers rather than cheques and 
to remove a reference (in a Bye law) to a redundant ’Concorde’ account.  No one seemed too 
worried about these and they were agreed unanimously. 

Next came the Awards — full details are given on page 9. 
After that we reached the time to elect the new Committee.  Katy explained the different posts 
and again stressed the importance of people offering to step forward and participate in the 
running of the club.  To everyone’s relief though she then indicated a willingness to remain as 
Chairman.  This was supported by all those present.  As you will see from the listing on Page 2, 
all the posts were filled which left everyone feeling happy with the outcome. 
Finally  the meeting closed with Peter putting into words what everyone was thinking — he 
wanted to record a vote of thanks to Katy for all her hard work and leadership during the year.  
Agreed unanimously! 

 

Annual Dinner 
The Annual Dinner took place after the AGM at The Bull at Theale.  30 members enjoyed the 3 
course meal and lively conversation meant that the time passed quickly. 
Several members had remembered to bring along maps from their events in 2012 and the 
general consensus was that Craig a Barns represented the most technically challenging 
woodland area, that Kendal was the most technical urban area and that Ian Hudson’s attempt at 
the Southern Night Champs (as described in the last newsletter) was the best (worst?) mess up. 

 

Results - Level A events 
The Championship year has started with the first two Level A events.  According to BOF, these 
events ‘are British Orienteering’s most prestigious events intended to provide opportunities for 
competitors to take part in the ultimate orienteering challenges in the UK’. 
The first of these was the Midlands Championships staged on 3rd February and organised by 
Nottinghamshire OC in Sherwood Forest, near Mansfield.  The BKO presence was small, but 
certainly made an impact. Ian Cooper, running his first Championship event as an M70, won his 
class by over 5 minutes, a great achievement. Ian must now have an excellent chance in the 
forthcoming BOC and JK events in the spring. We wish him well. Martin Wilson ran hard and 
fast in M65, and was leading the class with just two controls to go. Unfortunately, an error at the 
second last, followed by a lapse in route choice to the last control, caused him to slip down into 
2nd place. Nevertheless, a 1st and 2nd in class with just our two competitors is an excellent 
result for the club. 
The second Championship was the British Night Championships held on the 9th February at 
Tankersley, just North of Sheffield.  Only one BKO member made this trip - Mark Foxwell - and 
he appears to have found the complex terrain a challenge - even an ‘ultimate orienteering’ one!. 
 

CompassSport Cup - Regional Heat - 17th February 
The CompassSport Cup provides an inter-club competition with rules designed to benefit those 
clubs with a broad spread of membership.  Regional heats are usually staged in the early part of 
the year with a final in the Autumn.  This year BKO was allocated the heat organised by SLOW 
and MV on Headley Heath, near Dorking. 
High scores can be obtained by having a limited number of finishers on a large number of the 
courses.  This favours clubs with a combination of juniors, seniors and veterans.  However a 
relatively weak performance on a course with a small number of competitors can actually 
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generate a much higher score than a better performance on a shorter more popular course.  By 
careful application of tactics and asking certain members to run a longer course than that 
allocated to their age group, a better total score can sometimes be achieved. 
Needless to say we attempted to use tactics to achieve a high overall score on those courses 
where we had most runners (Green Men, Blue Men and Brown).  And we are able to claim that 
we managed to beat Saxons, one of the Kent clubs.  Overall scores were as follows:   

1 SO  2248 
2 SLOW 2176 
3 HH  2143 
4 SN  2083 
5 TVOC 2065 
6 BKO  1221 
7 SAX  1041 

Unfortunately with no members on the Light Green or Orange courses and with an overall 
shortage of runners on the longer courses, we were unable to get close to the higher ranked 
clubs. With course winners being awarded 100 points, top scorers for BKO were: Martin Wilson 
(Green Men) 90; Bryce Gibson (Green Vets) 84; Janet Gibson (Green Vets) 80; Dan Straka 
(Brown) 80 and Simon Turton (Brown) 79. 
With changes to the numbers on the various courses (due to the gradually aging profile for many 
clubs), the Cup organisers are undertaking a review of the rules following an amendment 
proposed by Octavian Droobers (a West Midlands club).  They have invited comments from clubs 
and the Committee will be considering this at its next meeting. 

 

Committee Discussions 
The Committee met in early January and the following are some of the items discussed: 
�� With the new national membership structure now fully implemented, the Committee 

reviewed how this had impacted BKO membership.  There was uncertainty over the status 
of groups (such as schools) who wish to join the club at just a local level and the 
implications for the status of their members when attending BKO and other clubs’ events.  It 
was agreed that BKO would still offer group membership (with benefits) but we could not 
expect other clubs to recognise this. 

�� The Committee saw the progress made by Andy Parry and Ian Hudson in completing the 
transfer of membership data onto a secure part of our BKO website.  This appeared to 
provide the necessary functionality.  We also 
saw some of the ideas that Andy has for 
modifying the BKO website in the future. 

�� We were delighted to hear that Eric Harper had 
successfully obtained agreement for cars to use 
the Crown Estate land during events (a 
potential problem was mentioned in the last 
newsletter).  Arrangements for the Southern 
Championships at Star Posts in early 2014 can 
now go ahead. 

�� Plans for our other events were progressed 
including the Summer Urban Park Challenge 
series and the September SCOA League event. 

�� There was discussion of various items 
connected with the AGM and Annual Dinner: 
accounts, awards, constitutional changes, 
election of officers and the menu. 

Newsletter Distribution 

The Committee has several times 
discussed whether the newsletter should 
become only an electronic document.  
This would provide substantial savings.  
However the general view of most of the 
Committee is that a printed newsletter 
remains an important means of 
communicating to club members. 
It anyone would like to only receive 
the newsletter by e-mail as a pdf file, 
please let me know.  Printing and 
posting each copy costs about £1.50 so 
there would be valuable savings even if 
only a few members choose this option. 

newsletter@bko.org.uk 
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Berkshire Orienteers, Chairman’s Report to the AGM 
for 2012/2013 
Katy Stubbs 

Events 
BKO have again had a busy year putting on more activities for club 
members than ever during the last year. 
To start with events, Helen Fraser organised our SCOA league event 
at Swinley East in May, with Ken Ricketts planning.  The map was 
updated by Katy Stubbs due to quite a lot of felling over the last couple of years.  We had pre-
entry for the first time for an event like this due to the numbers at the Hawley event the previous 
year and 451 competitors enjoyed the beautiful day. 
In September, we put on our first Level C urban event, in Windsor and Eton.  The new map was 
done by Tim Booth who also planned the courses and David Jukes was the organiser.  We had 
just under 200 runners, which was down on the usual numbers for a SCOA league but still a 
good number for an urban event. 
We didn’t put on a New Years’ Day event as we couldn’t find officials. 
This year’s Concorde Chase at Barossa was very successful, organised by Peter Entwistle and 
Ken Ricketts, and planned by Dick Rae.  Courses were very well received especially as Dick 
was able to use the ranges which meant that the very best parts of the area could be used.  
Numbers were down from the previous year with 563 runners on the day, at least partly due to 
the fact that we could not take entry on the day for security reasons.  The event has still made a 
good surplus, because the map had already been paid for and due to a change in the British 
Orienteering levy this year.  This change means that all events will incur levy charges, which 
means that we will make much lower surpluses on the smaller events (where everyone will pay a 
levy) but correspondingly larger ones on the bigger events. 
We have had seven Saturday forest events at Bloom Wood, Rushall Wood, Langley Park, 
Swinley West, Hawley and Benyons’s Enclosure, as well a joint one with BADO at Snelsmore.  
Unfortunately the January 2013 event had to be cancelled due to the snow.  This would have 
been on our latest new map by Eric Harper of Yateley Common.  The maps of Benyon’s 
Enclosure and Swinley West were updated by Katy Stubbs for these events.  They continue to 
be very popular with between 60 and 125 competitors, equating (with pairs and families) to 
between 80 and 170 actual runners.  Di and Glenn Wass have continued being organisers for all 
of these events this year and we thank them for their commitment.  Thanks also to the various 
planners, Dan Straka, Andrew Graham, Andy Parry (2), Tony Ludford of BADO, Stefan 
Stasiuk with Derek Mercer and Steve Fletcher with Jane Courtier.  Two of these are new to 
planning, partly as a result of a planning course put on at our Club Nights. 
The Summer Saturday Park/Urban series continued with four races in 2012.  Two of these were 
on new areas and maps of Easthampstead and Wildridings in Bracknell and Sandhurst Memorial 
Park, both mapped and planned by Eric Harper.  The Lower Earley map was updated to full 
Sprint specification and courses planned by David Jukes and Great Hollands was planned by 
Alan Philips.  The organisation was done by collaboration with a number of people contributing, 
Andrew Graham, Gil and Colin Godbold, Katy Stubbs, Glenn and Di Wass.  Numbers 
averaged around 40 runners. 
I have already mentioned that whilst we have new planners coming forward we seem to have 
even fewer people willing to take on the role of organiser.  It is quite simple, if we don’t have an 
organiser we don’t have an event!  So please search your consciences and offer occasionally.  I 
am sure Helen Fraser would be happy to let you know how she felt about offering to do her first 
event. 
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Schools and Community Work 
The Berkshire Primary Schools competition continued last year, again due to the contacts that 
Denise Harper has within Berkshire.  Heats were run by BKO in West Berkshire (both LEAs) and 
Bracknell Forest and the final was held at St Andrews school.  We have again been asked to run 
competitions in for 2013 in additional LEAs and we have seen children coming from the schools 
events into our Saturday events and participating in the Youth League. 
St Andrews School went to the British Schools Championship and this year they won the Middle/
Preparatory school championship.   
Club Nights 
Weekly Club Nights have continued throughout 2012, based in Bracknell.  We moved from 
Easthampstead Baptist Church following the summer break to Birch Hill Primary school which is 
marginally cheaper and also has the advantage of an enclosed school map so we can allow 
juniors to run around unsupervised and without crossing streets.  We have had further grant 
support from British Orienteering which continues until March 2013. 
The summer Wednesday evening events followed on from the Club Nights starting with Lily Hill at 
the end of April.  They were designed to follow a progression of training exercises ranging from 
map memory, line event and using contour and vegetation only maps.  Again we have introduced 
a couple of beginners to planning at these, Annika Hermik and Jillian Ullersperger, with others 
being done by Steve Fletcher, Martin Wilson, Brian Burt, Andrew Southwood and Andy 
Parry.  These continued to be successful with numbers ranging from 8 to 42. 
Committee matters 
This year the committee has been working with reduced numbers due to a lack of volunteers.  At 
the AGM we did not fill the post of Development Officer and one of the Committee Members.  
Despite repeated requests in both Newsletter and club email updates no-one came forward in 
2012 to take on these roles. 
Due to continued ill health, Alan Springett has resigned as Membership Secretary.  Many thanks 
to our Committee Member, Ian Hudson, who has been standing in as Membership Secretary for 
2012.  Keith Ellis has resigned as Newsletter Editor and thanks also to David Jukes for stepping 
in and producing the latest Newsletter.  David has indicated that he would like to take on the role 
permanently and consequently will be resigning as Secretary.  Andy Parry has done a great job 
as Fixtures Secretary this year and has also just taken over as Webmaster as Tim Booth, who 
has done this for many years has just moved permanently to Boston, USA.  Eric Harper has 
continued to take on the land permissions (as a non committee post). 
I would like to thank all of the BKO committee for their support and everyone who has been either 
an official, or helped at any of our numerous events this last year. 
2013 
This coming year is a very busy one for BKO as many of us are heavily involved with the 
forthcoming JK international weekend at Easter.  Many club members have been very willing to 
offer help, and nearly all for more than one day.  Thank you to everyone and I anticipate that it will 
be a great event, even if I am slightly biased. 
Most of the experienced club members are taking lead roles, which reduces the number of 
potential officials for our own club events even more.  We currently need organisers for our SCOA 
league events in May and September, for the summer Urban Parks series and for next year’s 
Concorde Chase on Star Posts which will be the Southern Championships. 
It is very simple, if no-one is willing to take on positions then the events will not happen!   It was 
interesting the number of people who asked me where the New Year’s Day Score event was 
going to be in December last year.  My answer was simple, if they weren’t willing to organise it it 
wasn’t going to happen.    It didn’t. 
If members want to have events, then they have to be willing to help put them on. 
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Membership Memo’s 
Ian Hudson 

 

Well, if you are reading this you must have renewed your BKO membership, so thank you. The 
new simpler membership structure appears to have slid into place without too many complaints. 
 
As you all know (if you bothered to read my column in previous newsletters) Andy P and I have 
been setting up a new members database, well Andy did all the work I just supervised (time con-
suming nonetheless). The work is now complete but one thing that has emerged, highlighted by 
recent committee changes, is that many of our members who originally joined as a family (or 
should I say social group to be more PC?) have only one email address registered for the whole 
group. So if you are fed up getting all BKO emails via somebody else in your group or maybe not 
getting to see any, now is your chance to break free. Just email me (membership@bko.org.uk) 
with your name and preferred email address and I will add it to our database.  Hey presto, you will 
get your own copy of all electronic BKO communications. 
 
I must point out that this does not apply to snail mail items, so you will still have to wait for the al-
pha male/female to finish reading it before you get your hands on the newsletter. (So I expect 
some beta group members are reading this in August) But maybe, just maybe, one day the news-
letter will be distributed electronically.  
 
New members 
 

Finally, in the last couple of months we have had some more new members: 
�� Rory Scott from Bracknell who tells me his aim is to run to black standard ASAP. Good 

luck with that Rory. 
�� Debra Robinson with juniors Daniel and Oliver Smith from Burghfield Common. 
�� Keith Skipsey and daughter Ella from Wokingham. Keith was headhunted by the fixtures 

secretary. 
�� Sue Hatton and son John from Windsor, the far east of our area.  

So welcome one, welcome all. 

Relays 
The JK relays are nearly upon us and Andy Parry is coordinating our 
teams.  Entries close on the 10th March so, if you have not already been 
in contact with him, please ensure that you contact him urgently.  Coming 
up later will be the British Relay Championships in Surrey on 5th May—
watch out for further details to be circulated by e-mail nearer the time. 

First time at a relay? 
Relays provide additional excitement to the sport! There is a mass start for the first leg giving 
intense competition over the first few controls.  However the planners make things more complex 
by varying the routes by ‘gaffling’ (from Swedish for ‘forking’).  Rather than have all legs running 
an identical course, things are made more complex. 
If there are 3 legs, to be fair each team will need to run exactly the same set of course elements 
but these elements can be made up in different ways. For example, if there is a common control 
about half way round there could be 3 first halves (A1, A2 and A3) and 3 second halves (B1, B2 
and B3).  Each team will run all the elements but there are 6 different ways to combine them.  
With 2 common controls this becomes even more.  So although you may think that you are 
running the same course as another competitor, watch out, they may suddenly take a different 
route!  And don’t forget that there are different classes as well which may be using the same 
controls. 
So  … run fast, navigate as normal but sensibly use other competitors to guide you. 



9 

 

On the right is Tim Booth as many BKO 
members will have seen him — hard at 
work as part of the Emit team at 
download.  The photo was at the recent 
Concorde Chase where Tim made his 
final appearance in this role.  Tim was 
regularly employed by Emit at events 
around the region. Tim produced many 
maps for the club and, as an IT 
specialist, he was our webmaster for 
many years.  He has now left for the 
USA where I am sure that his IT and 
mapping skills will be put to good use. 

Club Awards for 2012 

 
As well as the more formal 
business, the AGM is the time when 
the club recognises some of the 
best performances (both 
competitive and administrative) of 
club members.  The 3 awards are 
shown in the photo and consist of 
Jim’s Jug for most improved junior 
(left), the Dave Stubbs BKO Club 
Champion’s Trophy (centre) and 
the Derek Harding Award for 
contributions to the club (right).  

 

 
Winners this year were: 

�� Jim’s Jug:    Jacob Marwick 
�� Club Champion:  Gill Godbold 
�� Derek Harding Award: Tim Booth 

Unfortunately none of the award winners were at the AGM/Dinner so there are no photos of the 
presentations but we will try to present them at some suitable occasion in the near future. 

Sunday 19th May 2013 

Bloom Wood - SCOA League & Level C Event and              
Yve�e Baker Trophy Regional Heat 

The Yve�e Baker Trophy is a junior event for clubs in England and Wales. It is named a�er Britain’s first 
World Champion, Yve�e Baker, who won Gold in Scotland in 1999. The event is aimed at juniors of all 

abili�es from classes M/W20 and under.  The final will be held on 7th July near Grantham. 

An Organiser has not yet been found but we are hoping that this event will go ahead.  Please could all 
juniors, teachers and parents note this important date and make every effort to support the club! 
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Know your sport: 
Compasses 

Although the two main requirements for an 
orienteering event are an area and a map, 
nearly everyone carries a compass and 
considers this their most important aid to 
navigation. 
 

So here are some thoughts on compasses ... 

Beginners often think that it is essential to use a compass to orienteer.  
Wrong!  It is essential to use the map and the compass is an aid to help you 
ensure that you are going in the right direction.  Keeping in contact with the 
map (knowing where you are and identifying the features as you pass them) 
is important.  The compass enables you to be confident that you are following 
the right path or heading in the correct direction across a block of forest or 
moorland.  It is an aid to let you confidently tackle more technically difficult 
courses. 
There are two  main types of compass used in orienteering—the ‘baseplate’ 
compass and the ‘thumb’ compass..  Examples of each are shown above.  
Both types come in various variations and models. 

Using a Baseplate Compass.  
 

The usual technique is shown below.  The map will provide an indication as to the 
direction of magnetic North.  On orienteering maps, this will be shown by regular lines 
placed at convenient spacings cross the whole map. 
 

If you know the direction you wish to go then you need to set the compass so that the 
angle between magnetic North and the direction you wish to go is transferred to the 
compass.  This is done by placing the compass on the map so that the baseplate is 
pointing in the direction you wish to go.  Then the compass housing is twisted so that the 
arrow on the base of the housing (or parallel lines on many compasses) and the magnetic 
North lines are parallel.  When the compass is then removed from the map and held in the 
hand, if the compass needle is lined up with the arrow on the base of the housing, the 
baseplate will point in the direction you need to go.  
 

This is therefore a two stage process but can give a very accurate bearing when crossing 
a featureless area (or a very complex one).  Of course you don’t need to always set the 

bearing.  Just using the 
compass needle to ensure 
that you know which way is 
North allows you to run on a 
rough bearing towards a 
distant feature.  Also 
checking that you are on 
the right path can often be 
done with a quick look at 
the compass and the map. 

Thumb Compass 

Baseplate Compass 
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Using a Thumb Compass.  
 

This type of compass was developed to allow the 
compass to be used in conjunction with the map.  It is a 
single process where the compass is kept on the map 
allowing the orienteer to stay focussed on the most 
important part of orienteering — the map! 
 

Although thumb compasses may have a rotating 
housing with lines visible through the base, these are 
not necessary when used directly in conjunction with 
the map.  The key requirement is that when the leading 
edge of the compass base is aligned with the direction 
of travel, the compass needle is kept parallel with the 
magnetic North lines marked on the map. 
 

The main benefit of this technique is that there is no 
need to remove the compass from the map — the map is always aligned so that directly in 
front of you is where you want to go.  As you focus on the map you keep checking that the 
needle is parallel with the magnetic North lines. 

Some personal thoughts 
Having started orienteering about 40 years ago, I had only ever used a baseplate compass.  
However last Christmas I was given a thumb compass from one of my daughters. 
I took it to the first event after Christmas and sat in the car trying to work out how to use it.  All 
I knew was that it was fixed onto the thumb!  I realised that I needed to prepare a bit first! 
Before the next event I browsed the internet, read some instructions and checked some 
postings on ‘Nopesport’.  I was therefore more confident and took the plunge.  I found it 
remarkable how well the compass complemented the map and encouraged me to take the 
direct route more frequently.  I quickly gained confidence in using it!  I have now used it at 
several more events and I am totally converted.  The focus on the map and staying in contact 
with it is the main bonus.  The main disadvantage is that, as the map is held so it fits under the 
compass, I am tending to fold it smaller.  This means that when there is a long leg it is hard to 
see all the route choice options. 
Finally I found at the first event, a frosty morning, my thumb got very cold.  I have now 
loosened the elastic but added an elastic ‘safety’ loop to secure it to my wrist to reduce the 
chance of loosing it if I fall. 

The 180° Error 
The descriptions given have missed out one key point.   The red end (usually) of 
the compass needle points North.  The magnetic North lines run North-South and 
so although you twist the compass housing so that the lines on the base are 

parallel with the magnetic north lines, actually you need to know which way on the map is north 
and which is north for the compass (usually marked with an arrow on the base of the compass 
housing).  Then, when removing the compass from the map, you face in the direction that 
places the red end of the compass over the arrow on the base of the compass.  And then you 
are ready to head in the direction the baseplate now points.  
Of course, this all adds to the time so frequently orienteers will ignore checking the correct N-S 
direction and hope that they already know roughly which direction they need to go. In many 
cases they will be right but, if not, then they will head off in the wrong direction, NE instead of 
SW for example.  This is the 180° error and can happen to anyone — even the best! 
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Know Your Club Members  -  Derick Mercer 

 

Derick agreed to take on the role of BKO Secretary at the 
AGM and agreed to answer our questions.  Derick is husband 
to Fiona Clough who also agreed to join the Committee at the 
AGM as one of the 4 additional Committee Members. 
 
Age/Class? 

Just about to turn 49 so M45. REALLY looking forward to next 
year when (I'm a racehorse) and turn 50 to move up an age 
bracket. 

Hometown? 

Clitheroe, Lancashire.  I did receive some comments about 
travel distances when I entered a Pendle Forest Orienteers 

event after visiting my children whilst wearing my BKO top. 

How did you start orienteering? 

2008 when Fiona took me along to Benyons Enclosure for some exercise. I had not done 
much since leaving the Navy in 2004 where I did sport on an almost daily basis. It took a 
long time to get going again. 

Clubs? 

BKO 

Best achievement/success? 

The odd occasion when I score a 1000 points in a ranking event. 

Most enjoyed event? 

Nothing really sticks out as I get great satisfaction at completing a run with little or no errors 
but do enjoy the events in the New Forest. 

Worst event/most embarrassing orienteering moment/biggest goof? 

As a fairly new comer to the sport I'm sure some people can appreciate the term 'where to 
start'. 

�� May '09 event at Rushall Woods in one of my first attempts at a Blue course I remember 
taking a very long time on one control. Having refreshed my memory (past results) I 
finished in just over 2 hours with my longest leg taking 43 minutes. A certain Mr R 
Barrett completing the whole course in 40 minutes. 

�� Going to the Lake District for a weekend event, picking up the Men’s Blue course map 
and the Women’s Blue course control descriptions. After one and a half hours of running 
around in confusion at nothing making sense gave up. On the long walk back to the start 
comparing map and descriptions having that D'Oh moment. PS Red wine the night 
before doesn't help either. 

But, I keep trying and hopefully I'm improving as time goes by. 

Sporting experience? 
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Being able to play most sports fairly well with football being my biggest passion reaching 
Representative level for the Royal Navy.   Plus Yeovil Town once tried to sign me up. 

Biggest cheat? 

Sometimes following others when tired, but as most will know this can end up in heartache 
fairly often. 

What have you put back into the sport? 

Helping out at events and has become evident at the past few AGM's the club does need 
members to stand up and be counted which is why I volunteered to become Secretary. 

Employment? 

I spent over 20 years in the Royal Navy as a Caterer where the only places I really didn't 
visit that I wish I had was Honk Kong & Australia.   I am currently working as a Safety 
Advisor for Corporate SSE based at Slough Power Station. 

What training do you do? 

During the week I will normally be out running three times, with an event or long run at the 
weekend. 

What is the best thing about orienteering? 

Being out and about doing some exercise in wonderful surroundings, and meeting the other 
competitors. 

What is the worst thing about orienteering? 

The really cold, wet events where it takes ten minutes to undo your shoe laces back at the 
car. 

Orienteering ambition? 

Scoring 1000 point on a regular basis and getting closer to times of other BKO runners and 
runners of similar standard from other clubs. 

What have you done that no one else is likely to/will have done? 

Walked through New Orleans at four in the morning with a serial killer in all but numbers.  
Had Prince Phillip round for dinner. (we were in India and he visited the ship as part of a 
trade delegation, so I had to feed them) 

Favourite book/film? 

Blade Runner with Harrison Ford (1982). Totally different and inventive movie for it's time.  I 
read Lord of the Rings four or five times well before the films were made.  

Rain and Snow: 
It was disappointing to cancel our Saturday event at Yateley Common on the 
19th January due to the heavy snow on the Friday, but you have to feel sorry for 
Southampton OC.  Last November they had to cancel the prestigious November 
Classic due to heavy overnight rain but their next major event in the New Forest 
was scheduled for 20th January — also cancelled due to the snow!  They will try 
again on 17th March.  What will happen this time — forest fire? 
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 Photo Orienteering Competition Results 
Nigel Hoult 

 
 
 
 
 
The correct answers were as follows: 

A: 4 B: 26 C: 20 D: 0 E: 18 F: 5 G: 19 H: 2 J: 8 K: 23 
The maximum possible score was 10, and positive scores were achieved by the following: 

David Jukes 6 
Simon Turton 4 
Katy Stubbs 4 
Andy Parry 1 
Helen Fraser 1 
 

The competition was clearly harder than I’d expected; there was one control that no-one got 
right and only one that no-one guessed wrongly. Although it always seems easier to the person 
setting the competition, I believe that a perfect score was possible, but it required careful study 
of the map, and in particular of where the control circles were centred. 
Here are a few comments on the controls that gave the most trouble: read this with reference to 
the photos (http://www.hoult.me.uk/BKO/controls.pdf) and map (http://www.hoult.me.uk/BKO/
map.pdf).  
�� A: This was confused with controls 12, 18 and 24. You can see a wall behind the control, 

which rules out 18 (in a gap between two hedges), while 12 and 24 
have a building to one side, whereas the photo shows a hedge 
(and possibly a fence). 
�� B: This was confused with controls 8 and 11. The photo shows 
that the control is on some sort of linear feature, which rules out 8 
(a point feature) and 11 (a paved area). 
�� E: This was confused with control 22. The main distinguishing 
feature here is the amount of vegetation either side of the control. 
�� J: This was the one no-one got right, being identified as control 
5 or (more often) 10. 
The secret to this was 
looking at the control 
circle placement. 

Control 5 is on the corner of the wall rather than 
the nearby point feature, while control 10 is 
between the two point features rather than on 
one of them. 

Anyway, I hope the competition has inspired you to 
run the Bruges event if and when it’s held again 
(probably in 2014). It’s an interesting city to visit 
and not as prone to flooding as Venice! 

Scoring: 
Nigel’s scoring system was 1 point for a 
correct answer but –1 for an incorrect answer. 

Members may recall that, following a trip to the Bruges event last summer, Nigel set 
a challenging photo competition in which members were invited to match photos with 
controls on his course (with the possibility that some photos were from controls sites 
from other courses).  The photos and his course map were available on the internet 
and copies of the map and photos can still be accessed from 

http://www.hoult.me.uk/BKO/competition.htm          Now read on ... 
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It's not white on the map but it is out here… 
Andrew Graham 

 

Well-forecast snow arrived in time to blanket the South-East of England over the weekend of 
19/20 January. As a result our Saturday event at Yateley Common was cancelled. I had pre-
entered for the DFOK Level C event at Westerham the following day and, having been to Katy's 
Risk Assessment training only days before, was intrigued to find whether this event would go 
ahead. Frequent checks of the DFOK site found repeated statements that as the car parking was 
still useable (surfaced pub car park), they were intending to go ahead. I found this less and less 
credible as the weather continued to be cold and further snow was forecast for the SE on the 
Sunday. The alternative event in the New Forest was already cancelled - waterlogged again I 
believe - and I was quite prepared for the same to happen at Westerham.  

On Sunday morning the website again confirmed it was going ahead so off I went around the 
M25 meeting increasing falling snow as I did so. As I got closer I really started to worry a) that 
they would have cancelled at the last minute and b) that the road conditions would deteriorate so 
much that I would get stuck in Kent without a visa. Arriving, I found the overflow car park to be a 
large level lay-by which was fine to park in. A relatively short trot up the hill in the woods took me 

to registration where the very 
cold looking officials and a very 
optimistic massuese were 
waiting. 

In the circumstances, start times 
had been jettisoned and one 
could turn up and go so I turned 
up and went. Off into a forest 
clothed in 3-4 inches of snow. 
There was very little wind so the 
snow has not been blown off the 
branches of the trees which 
looked fantastic especially the 

hemlock and spruce. The paths were still visible and the only real problem that the snow caused 
was not being able to see the frozen puddles which lay below it. So frequent icy foot immersions 
resulted. However, unusually for me, I didn't fall over so perhaps the snow made my footing more 
careful. I found some sections, especially when it was actually snowing quite steadily, absolutely 
magical. I expected to come across a Victorian lamppost at any moment. As I had a relatively late 
start, and since the snow was falling quite thickly, in places the yeti tracks (rather than elephant 
tracks) were getting filled in before I could benefit from them.  

I thoroughly enjoyed my run (in spite of one very significant error) and was really pleased to have 
gone and that it went ahead. But, had I been the organiser, would I have cancelled? I still find this 
hard to judge. Yes, the frozen ground hidden below the snow was rutted in places which made 
the likelihood of ankle damage greater. And yes, if anyone got left out in the forest, the conditions 
would have been pretty grim for them. But we have rutted ground from droughts (remember 
them?) and we will run in events with lower temperatures. And people take part at their own risk, 
and as a Level C event it wasn't one where youngsters were being actively encouraged like our 
Saturday events. But it will remain one of my more memorable runs.  

Photo by Eric Brown of Harlequins  
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Events 
This lis�ng, provided by Andy Parry, shows a selec�on of forthcoming events.  It is extracted from the 
na�onal lis�ng and shows all Level A events (important na�onal events including championships) but only 
more local events or ac�vi�es at lower levels.  For a full lis�ng, look at the Bri�sh Orienteering web site. 

Date Name Level Club Venue Town Ref 
Sat 2 Mar SN - Saturday Series7 

Hindhead 
Level D SN Hindhead Hindhead SU894346 

Wed 6 Mar BKO Club Night - 
Bracknell 

Activity BKO Birch Hill Primary 
School 

Bracknell RG12 
7WW 

Sun 10 Mar MV Regional SE 
League 

Level B MV Balcombe Estate Crawley RH16 1DJ 

Sun 10 Mar SARUM Saunter 
Regional Event plus SW 
Middle Distance race 

Level B SARUM Fonthill Salisbury SU 

Tue 12 Mar SLOW London Street-O Level D SLOW Highbury & 
Islington 

London  

Sat 16 Mar TVOC Saturday series 
Furze Brake 

Level D TVOC Furze Brake Adbingdon SU534965 

Sat 16 Mar BKO Winter Saturday 
Series (Swinley East) 

Level D BKO Swinley East Bracknell SU906661 

Sun 17 Mar SCOA League New 
Forest 

Level C SOC Kings Garn Gutter, 
New Forest 

Southampton SU245135 

Sat 23 Mar SN - Saturday Series 8 
Frimley Fuel Allotments 

Level D SN Frimley Fuel 
Allotments 

Frimley SU891586 

Sun 24 Mar GO Regional SE 
League  

Level B GO Verdley Midhurst  

Fri 29 Mar Jan Kjellstrom 
Orienteering Festival - 
Sprint (UKOL5) 

Level A  Whiteknights 
Campus 

Reading SU733719 

Sat 30 Mar Jan Kjellstrom 
Orienteering Festival 
(First Day of UKOL6) 

Level A  Hambleden Henley SU772855 

Sun 31 Mar Jan Kjellstrom 
Orienteering Festival 
(UKOL6 uses 
combined result) 

Level A  Cold Ash Newbury SU520737 

Mon 1 Apr Jan Kjellstrom 
Orienteering Festival - 
Relays 

Level A  Hambleden Henley SU772855 

Sun 7 Apr SE Middle Distance 
Championships 

Level C SN Bagshot tbc  

Tue 9 Apr SLOW London Street-O Level D SLOW Bethnal Green London  
Wed 10 Apr Military League South Level D BAOC Hankley Common Farnham  
Sat 13 Apr TVOC Saturday series 

park Wood 
Level D TVOC Park Wood High 

Wycombe 
SU821973 

Sun 14 Apr Southern 
Championships 

Level A KERNO Penhale Newquay SW76954
8 

Sat 20 Apr British Sprint 
Championships 
(UKOL7) 

Level A LEI Loughborough 
University 

Loughborou
gh 

SK516187 
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Cover Puzzle Answers: 

The controls are all taken from the Black course at the Concorde Chase.  Going from the start 
triangle to the finish they are Black controls :  28, 5, 26, 22, 23 and 14.   Use the Routegadget 
link given on page 2 and select the Black course to see where these are. 

Date Name Level Venue Town Ref 

Sun 19 May 
13 

BKO SCOA League Event 
and Yvette Baker Trophy 
Heat 

Level C Bloom Wood High Wycombe SU860890 

Sat 1 Jun 13 BKO Summer Parks 
Challenge (Sandhurst) Level D Sandhurst Memorial 

Park Sandhurst SU842613 

Sat 15 Jun 13 BKO Summer Parks 
Challenge (Wildridings) Level D Wildridings & 

Easthampstead Bracknell SU863676 

Sat 29 Jun 13 BKO Summer Parks 
Challenge (Lower Earley) Level D Lower Earley Reading SU751709 

Sat 20 Jul 13 BKO Summer Parks 
Challenge (Birch Hill) Level D Birch Hill Bracknell SU870668 

Sun 29 Sep 
13 BKO Level C Event Level C Yateley Heath Yateley SU802578 

Sun 26 Jan 
14 

Southern 
Championships Level A Start Posts Bracknell SU875661 

The following details are some of the events that BKO is preparing to stage (or help stage) fur-
ther ahead.  Put them in your diary now to avoid disappointment! 

Date Name Level Club Venue Town Ref 
Sat 20 Apr British Sprint 

Championships 
(UKOL7) 

Level A LEI Loughborough 
University 

Loughborou
gh 

SK516187 

Sun 21 Apr British Middle 
Distance 
Championships 
(UKOL8) 

Level A DVO Stanton Moor Matlock DE4 2BN 

Wed 24 Apr Military League South  Level D BAOC Elstead Common Farnham  
Sat 27 Apr BKO Winter Saturday 

Series (Rushall Woods) 
Level D BKO Rushall Woods Bradfield SU576733 

Fri 3 May BOC13 warm up event Level D GO The Chantries Guildford TQ011482 
Sat 4 May British Orienteering 

Championships 
(UKOL9) 

Level A  Winterfold Guildford  

Sun 5 May British Relay 
Championships 

Level A  tbc South East  

Mon 6 May BOC Weekend Urban 
Race 

Level B MV Dorking Dorking TQ168503 

Tue 7 May SLOW London Street-O Level D SLOW Greenwich London  
Sat 11 May TVOC Saturday series 

Hughenden/Downley 
Level D TVOC Church car park  High 

Wycombe 
SU860955 

Sun 12 May SE Sprint 
Championships 

Level C SN Wellington College tbc  

Sun 12 May SARUM Galoppen & 
SCOA League 

Level C SARUM Hamptworth Salisbury  
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Oh No, Don’t Stop the Carnival… 
Martin Wilson 

The Oceania Championships and Carnival are held every two 
years somewhere in the Far East or Australasia. In 2013 they 
returned to New Zealand for the first time in many years. The 
Kiwis pulled out all the stops to provide a real feast of 
orienteering. First, a series of four warm-up events were staged 
north of Auckland. Then the Carnival itself moved south in the 
North Island, first to Palmerston on the west coast, then to 
Wellington for sprint races, then on north-east to Masterton and 
on to Hawke’s Bay on the east coast. This involved seven races, 
including Long, Middle and Short Oceania Championship races, 
with six to count. After the main carnival, there was more 

running to be had with Sprint The Bay, a series of six sprint races, two each day for three days, 
total time cumulative, and no discards. After that, it was time to come home again! 
 

My niece Ailsa lives in Auckland with her family. With the promise of a bed and the use of a car 
for the first week, it was easy for me to decide to take on the whole O-fest. There were some 
Brits present, including Nick Barrable (CS Editor) and Mike Hampton, one of my main 
competitors in the UK, possibly our best urban racer, and current JK Sprint Champion. Also 
present was Rob Hickling, Chair of the VHI Selectors for Scotland, so it was an early opportunity 
to make an impression on him. 
 

With so much racing and travelling, there was little time for sightseeing, so it was very much a 
working holiday. Having spent two months in NZ three years ago, that didn’t worry me too much, 
though the Hawke’s Bay area was new to me. Here I’ve focussed on the most interesting parts of 
each competition. 

Oceania Carnival  
 

[See some of Martin’s maps and 
his commentary on the next 
pages] 
 

Somehow after all the mixture of 
good and bad performance, I 
achieved 5th place overall for the 
Carnival, which was the target I’d 
set myself, and ahead of Mike 
Hampton. However, a podium 
place was definitely achievable. 
It’s the size of individual errors 
that really knocks you back. 
Definitely not easy. But 5th overall 
and the Sprint Championship win 
made it worthwhile. 
 

Sprint the Bay  [See page 2 for one map extract of one of the more unusual areas] 
 

This event, run almost exclusively by a very small group of people, was a huge effort and very 
original. Each day, there was a sprint race in the morning, and another in the late afternoon. 
Some were in urban terrain, but some were in complex open terrain of various types. I find 
running on forest or open non-urban terrain at 1:4000 scale very difficult, as I tend to overrun 
controls. Not surprisingly, my best results were in the urban areas.  Overall, I achieved 7th 
position, with two bad runs costing me higher positions. I did manage to finish 3rd, 1st and 1st in 
the three street urban events, so this was some recompense. On Day 4, I had my best ever 
urban run through the streets of Napier, really sharp and clean, and pushed Mike Hampton into 
second place by almost two minutes.  

Assembly area on Day 7: a 
stunning setting, on a very hot 
day. Who needs Christmas?!  

Martin in a borrowed 
Hawkes Bay OC O-top 
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Day 1, 1:7500, Leg 2-3: a lovely straight 
running leg, unusual for sand dune areas in 
that there are almost no contours to relocate 
on. Decided I had to run hard on compass, 
checking course almost constantly, then 
hope to relocate in the last third. A miss here 
could be very expensive. Managed to pick up 
the oval depression on the line with the small 
hill to its L late on, then the ridge with knoll, 
and worked R of ridge to the control. Whew! 
Was rewarded with 2nd fastest split.  

Day 3 (Middle), 1:5,000 leg 10-11: A very 
intricate forest with low visibility trees. The 
leg is only about 120m. Aimed direct on 
compass, but swung R to another control. 
Went back, did same again. Eventually 
did the correct thing and followed river S 
to clearing, then on to control. Lost over 4 
minutes and 8 places trying to be too di-
rect. 14th Place. 

Day 4 (Sprint) 1:4,000 The Oceania 
Sprint Championship. Leg 6-7: A 
fairly straightforward course with some 
woodland then this college campus. 6-
7 is up a steep hill then pass up steps 
to SW of building onto control. Very 
surprised to find that a clean route and 
punch gained me fastest split by 20 
seconds, a huge margin. Kept a clear 
head throughout, and managed to win 
the event by almost half a minute from 
Mike Hampton, so we were very 
pleased with a Brit 1, 2.   
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Day 7 1:10,000.  First find your course on the 
map, and then run it! A mass start event for the 
class, jointly with the W16s. A very hot day, 
running in shorts and sunnies. Got clean way 
from the pack to 1, punching 40 seconds ahead. 
Struggled with the map detail at speed. Fast 6-7 
in the wood (found it yet?), got confused with 
control description (crag) at 9. Good uphill 
running gained me 2nd place. Map scale should 
really have been 1:7500.  

For results and maps, see: 
Oceania Carnival  

www.oceania2013.co.nz    
Sprint The Bay 

www.sprintthebay.org 

Oh No, Don’t Stop the Carnival… (Continued) 

Day 6, 1:10,000 Leg 6-7:  Deep gorges and steep climbs 
made for slow going. Was leading the class by 30 seconds 
at 5, and still ahead at 6. Then came SW into open area, 
then W, got a bit confused by other runners and the 
contours, and lost contact with the map as I neared 7. Back
-tracked, then into wrong corner, and lost over 6 minutes 
and seven places, costing me a stage win. Why must that 
happen when it was all going so well?! 


